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Secrest Elementary is grateful for your
donations
Backpacks, notebooks,
and other school
supplies filled the
narthex floor a couple
of weeks ago as your
donations were
gathered for delivery to
Secrest Elementary.
There were 11 backpacks, $60 in cash donations, and
enough supplies for more than 20 children. What a gift
to parents already balancing pandemic concerns with
sending their children back to school.
Thank you to all who were able to help with the school
supply drive, and thank you to Jenny and Mary Ann
for organizing the effort and making the delivery to
Secrest in time for students to begin the new school
year.

Thank you Deaconess Liesl!
We welcome Pastor Bev back from summer hiatus,
AND we extend a
sincere thank you
to Deaconess
Liesl Begnaud for
her ministry
among us this
summer! Be sure
to read Pastor
Bev’s note on
page 4!

St. Andrew Lutheran
Church in Arvada
Office: 303-421-5197
staff@standrewarvada.org

www.standrewarvada.org
OFFICE HOURS:
TUESDAY 11 TO 4
WEDNESDAY 9 TO 2
THURSDAY 9 TO 2:30
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
[in the sanctuary and via
Zoom]

Our hybrid worship offers inperson seating in the
sanctuary and online through
Zoom. In line with current
health guidelines we ask
masks be worn indoors.

For Sunday’s Zoom link
check the weekly bulletin,
email the office, or
text ‘Sunday Zoom’ to
720-641-1961

September birthdays!
21st Sara Burchard
Carol Heller
Karen Stine
24th Trudy Pardee
25th Myrta Anderson
27th Kevin Lascot
29th Joan Smith (90!)

Giving Statements
Giving statements through the first half of the
year have been prepared and mailed out from
the church office.
This is a good time to review your statement to
ensure it is an accurate reflection of your
generous giving. If you note any discrepancy,
please let Sammie in the church office know so
that it can be corrected.

CROP WALK
The 33rd Foothills CROP Hunger Walk is planned for September 26th at Clement
Park Johnson Reservoir in Littleton. 100% of proceeds go directly to fighting hunger
and food insecurity, including through The Action Center and Community Table.
More info here: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/foothillsco

Thanks for the
ministry!
We bid Godspeed to organist
Cheryl Rolf as she wraps up
her music ministry with us
this month.
Cheryl has
accepted a
position with
a church
that is closer
to her home.
We are sad to see her go but
are so very grateful for her
time with us.

Whatever happened to the old church playground?
It has been reborn!
It was dismantled by Josh Kimbrough and
reassembled in Park County. Josh and his wife
Sarah, and 3-year-old son Orion, are building a
home on the property. As it turns out, Orion’s
playground was finished first.

Endowment Fund Updates

Almost Like Home ministry -

Recently, the St. Andrew Endowment Fund
honored two outreach funding requests.

Changes. Our relationship with
Almost Like Home certainly
changed during the pandemic.

We were able to send $200 to Lutheran
Disaster Relief to help survivors of the recent
tragedies in Haiti.
We also gave $200 to Anchor House in
Broomfield. This is the home for teens who
are aging out of the foster care system,
sponsored, in part, by Lutheran Church of
Hope. The money will be used to buy
bedding, towels, and furniture.
Your continuing support of our Endowment
Fund makes this possible. Thank you!

Now it is changing again.
We have learned that Almost Like
Home has recently been sold to
Assured Assisted Living.
According to their website,
Assured Assisted Living is owned
and operated locally and consists
of several Denver area facilities
that focus on memory care.
Stay tuned for more.

Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains welcomes gifts towards
Afghan refugee resettlement
Thousands of Afghans who worked for the US government have been
evacuated from Afghanistan as part of Operation Allies Refuge. It is
estimated that about 2,500 of the evacuees will be allowed to travel
directly to the US. Another 20,000 will be flown to other countries or to
overseas US military bases pending background checks for visas.
Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains will be working closely with
Lutheran Refugee and Immigration Service (LIRS) as one of the agencies
helping these people resettle into our communities.
The needs will be immediate and varied, making donations of items impractical, however,
Lutheran Family Services welcomes monetary donations. For more information, visit their
website: https://www.lfsrm.org/afghan-refugees/

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion
and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.”
- 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Autumn at St. Andrew
September signals the end of summer as we ease into
the autumn months. The pandemic is surging again and
masks are still required for worshippers. This a clear act
of love for your neighbor.
Growing our bonds to Advent Lutheran will be a focus
for the coming year. Vicar Kaari Nieulander will spend
her last year of seminary training primarily with Advent
Lutheran in Westminster but also with us. Pastor Barb
Martens and I (along with our church councils) agree
that this partnership will benefit St. Andrew and the Vicar as she has an experience of
two different pastors and church families. Vicar Kaari will be in our pulpit once a month
and spend at least a day a week in our office.
We will also increase efforts to share congregational programs between our churches.
For instance, Bible studies or book studies will be offered and encouraged across
congregations. This can be easily facilitated with our newly acquired Zooming skills.
In early June you were asked to respond to a Straw Poll regarding the future of St.
Andrew. We received 30 responses indicating these preferences. Two indicated “It is
time to close St. Andrew because of our small membership and aging congregation.”
One chose “We should close St. Andrew and join another congregation.”
The majority (24) agreed that “We should develop a ministry that fits who we are:
people in the third and fourth stages of life. A ministry focused on support and
engagement with senior citizens.”
In response, I applied for an ELCA “Open Doors” grant to support congregations who
wanted to try something new post-pandemic that would especially connect to the
neighborhood. We were awarded $1500 for this idea. The Rocky Mountain Synod has an
initiative to support “Vital Right Sized Ministries” for which we also qualify and comes
with grant opportunities. I plan to invite three or four of you to work with me to imagine
how this new ministry focus might come to be.
Stay tuned and give your enthusiastic support to the opportunities that will be made
manifest this Autumn. It is a wonderful season of the year. I hope it will be a wonderful
season in your life as well.
With gratitude for our shared ministry,
Pastor Bev

St. Andrew Lutheran Church!
Council Minutes – August 15, 2021
In attendance: Gloria Lopatofsky, Mari Hackbarth, Laura Heagle, Liz Shinn, Robert Coppin, Joe
Cunningham, Lynn Kimbrough. Absent: Bud Obert
1. Call to order - Gloria called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m.
2. Opening prayer - Lynn opened with prayer
3. Approval of agenda - Laura moved to approve the agenda, second by Liz; motion carried.
4. Approval of council minutes from July 11, 2021 - Liz moved to approve the minutes, second
by Laura; motion carried.
5. Council President’s Report - no report
6. Treasurer’s report – Mari sent the monthly income/expense report and the second quarterly
report. Expenses exceeded income by $6,612.99 in July. General fund income was down
compared to the budget expectation and HAC income was down, and then we had a payment
on property and liability, an overage on property tax, and a few other one time expenses. We
have $78,449 in checking. Mari and Sammie have a to-do list that includes establishing a
‘treasury account’ to fully use the new Realm management program, set up the new property/
maintenance/capital account, transfer the $1500 in from the Open Doors grant to the ELCA
credit union for a new ministry fund. There will also be some transfers from checking into
other designated accounts.
7. Ministry updates (Council liaison)
a. Worship (Gloria, Joe, Laura, Liz) - No report
b. Fellowship/Member care (Liz, Lynn) Liz reported that she called to check in with Rosemar
Russell and that she sounds good. Lynn took communion to her a couple of weeks ago.
c. Faith Formation (Laura) - No report but see below for notes on hybrid worship
d. Communication (Joe, Lynn) - Lynn reported that there was a list of recent home sales in
the Denver Post a couple of weeks so she has been writing notes to new homeowners in the
Secrest neighborhood around the church with one of the outreach flyers.
e. Outreach (no current liaison) Mari cleaned out the donations bin and took 47 pounds of
food to Community Table and six huge bags of clothing to A Precious Child in Broomfield.
It was noted we still need a chair person or point of contact for Outreach.
f. Property maintenance (Robert) Robert reported that he has tried to get a hold of Eric
Gunderson but has not connected. A new valve box has been installed for the sprinklers and
most of the sprinkler heads have now been repaired. Lynn reported that Gayle Fowler has
turned off the thermostat in Obert Hall because when on “cool” it is blowing hot air. Robert
will look into it. Lynn will get more information to Robert.

8. Liaison reports - (liaison)
a. Healing Arts Center (Barb B) – The next Sacred Way Fair is October 23rd and Julie
Cunningham will help organize volunteers from St. Andrew to staff the entrance doors.
There was discussion about possibly offering guided meditation in the sanctuary, and/or to
have the sanctuary open with meditative music. Lynn will follow up with Gayle. We have
two new practitioners, Barb Brown will get their information so we can update the web page
and introduce them to the congregation.
b. Almost Like Home (Julie, Debby) - Joe reported on behalf of Julie that they will meet in the
fall with the staff at ALH and will make a decision after that meeting about future ministry.
c. Secrest Elementary (Mary Ann, Jenny) - The school supply drive for Secrest Elementary
concludes today. Mary Ann and Jenny will take the donations over on Monday, August 16.
10. Old business a. Piano tuning - Laura has had the piano tuned. She had a hard time finding someone but
finally did and will keep her contact information for next time.
b. Hybrid Ministry webinars - Laura reported that she has attended the webinars on hybrid
ministry. The ELCA is hoping to maximize technology for ministry and worship. One of the
things that is happening is that several congregations are joining together for Bible studies,
youth activities, and other events using Zoom and other technology. The webinars covered
things like copyright concerns when broadcasting a service. This might be a concern if we are
posting services on Facebook. Laura asked about sharing the St. Andrew recorded service,
and the consensus was it should be fine. There was further discussion that we could email a
copy of a bulletin if someone wanted that to accompany the recorded service.
11. New business a. Property clean up day - Robert reported that trees need trimming and windows need
washing. It was discussed to identify the clean up and maintenance tasks we want done and
perhaps solicit volunteers who could complete the task either on the clean up day or on any
day that worked for them.
b. God’s Work, Our Hands day - There was discussion about doing the property clean up for
the September 12 day of service this year. And there could be an option for people to write
notes and cards to other members if that was an easier task for them.
c. Masks - There was further discussion about keeping the mask requirement for now.
Although not unanimous, council did agree to continue to follow the CDC and Synod
guidelines of wearing masks indoors even if vaccinated.
Next meeting date – September 12, 2021 following worship at approximately 10:15, PENDING
plans for a property clean up as part of God’s Work, Our Hands.
Adjournment - Mari moved to adjourn at 11:07, second by Laura.

