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St. Andrew Lutheran 
Church in Arvada 

 

Office: 303-421-5197  
www.standrewarvada.org  

OFFICE HOURS: 

TUESDAY 11 TO 4 
WEDNESDAY 9 TO 2 

THURSDAY 9 TO 2:30 

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.  
[in the sanctuary and via Zoom] 

Our hybrid worship offers in-
person seating in the sanctuary 

and online through Zoom. In 
line with current health 

guidelines we ask masks be 
worn indoors.   

For Sunday’s Zoom link 
check the weekly bulletin, 

email the office, or  
text ‘Sunday Zoom’ to  

720-641-1961 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Friday, Dec. 24, 7 p.m. 

  

 A Bounty of Baskets 

Wow! St. Andrew 
provided 21 
Thanksgiving 
baskets to Secrest 
Elementary families 
this year!  

And kind of like 
fishes and loaves, there were cases of vegetables, 
mashed potatoes, and stuffing leftover to take to the 
Community Table food bank.  

Thank you to Mary Ann and Jenny for organizing our 
basket ministry, and to our brothers and sisters at Spirit 
of Christ Catholic Church for partnering with us this year.  

The results were an abundance of donations for our 
Secrest neighbors. Thanks also to Abby Burchard and 
Ellen Barry for help with final preparations. 

There is a ‘thank you’ note from Secrest Elementary on 
the next page of The Scroll, they are filled with 
gratitude. 

Advent time for children! 

Advent is underway, and as part 
of each Sunday in Advent, 
Pastor Bev will have a special 
children’s time during the 
worship service.  

If you have children in your life, 
please invite them to join us either in person or 
on Zoom. 



December birthdays! 

1st   Larry Stine 
3rd   Carl Shinn 
5th   Gloria Lopatofsky and       
        John Cravens 
8th   Brett Cravens 
12th  Priscilla White

Worship in Advent  

Pastor Bev says, “I love the 
season of Advent!”  

The sanctuary is beautifully 
adorned in blue. The 
increasing light of the Advent 

wreath reminds us of the nearness of the ‘big event’ 
when the angels fill the sky with song and shepherds 
kneel at a lowly manger. 

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19, we 
will feed our anticipation with a liturgy of Lessons and 
Carols. Then we will assemble at 7 pm on December 
24 for Festival Christmas Worship. 

Every worship service is available both in person and 
online. 

St. Andrew and Advent Lutheran  

The yoking together of our 
congregations will begin with a joint 
retreat for both church councils this 
Saturday, December 4.  

Council 
members  
will learn 
about the 
Rocky 

Mountain Synod’s initiative for 
supporting Vital Right Shaped 
Ministries (VRSM), explore the 
strengths, opportunities and challenges 
of being yoked in ministry, and dream 
of what might emerge from this 
endeavor. Keep both councils in your 
prayers as they engage in this important 
work.

A Thank You note from Secrest Elementary 

Dear St. Andrew members, I wish you all could see and hear the gratitude expressed by our 
mothers, fathers, grandmas and aunties when they receive your bountiful Thanksgiving meal 
baskets. It is more than touching. Thank you for keeping Secrest families in your thoughts and 
deeds.  

Adult Education with Vicar Kaari 

Vicar Kaari is hosting an Adult Education class on Thursdays at 6:30 pm, 
either in person (at Advent) or on Zoom. We'll be discussing what it 
means to move into the new year church year and holiday season with 
intentionality, using the book Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer. This week we'll use the chapter "The Gift of Strawberries.” 
Please email Vicar Kaari with questions: advent.vicar.kaari@gmail.com 
Hope to see you there! 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86990769466?
pwd=NFNWakNPZmJjMXIraTAzTmVEZG9BZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 869 9076 9466 Passcode: 735915

mailto:advent.vicar.kaari@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86990769466?pwd=NFNWakNPZmJjMXIraTAzTmVEZG9BZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86990769466?pwd=NFNWakNPZmJjMXIraTAzTmVEZG9BZz09


Advent Lutheran Church presents 

The Advent Radio Players in an 
old time radio Christmas play:  

“Fibber Paints a Christmas 
Tree White,”  

a Fibber McGee and Molly comedy 
and 

“The Big Little Jesus,”  
a Dragnet drama 

Sunday, Dec. 12 at 1:00 p.m. 
details coming soon

Reminder on donated items -  

Please do not bring food 
or clothing donations to 
St. Andrew.  

These items should be taken directly 
to the Community Table food bank, 
Goodwill, ARC or other charity.  

There are pre-addressed envelopes to 
the Community Table on the counter 
(near where the donation bins used to 
be) for monetary donations.

Senior Saints – December 

We had fun on December 1 making colorful 
snowflakes! 

Senior Saints meets every Wednesday from 10:30 to 
Noon, and here’s what is coming up in December -  

December 8  Holiday Games and White Elephant Exchange 
December 15 Guest Speaker, Tina Kvitek on Charitable Giving 
   Tina is an expert in all things financial. Learn about the advantages of charitable    
   giving and the ways you can make financial donations and receive a tax benefit for  
   yourself. 
December 22 Guest Speaker, Barb Brown on Thirteen Holy Nights 
   Barb will share a way to reflect and plan for a joyful new year each night from  
   Christmas Eve through Epiphany. 

If you have ideas for speakers or topics of interest, please share with Pastor Bev. All meetings 
are open. Invite a friend to come with you!

Deficit and Pledge Update 

As of December 1, $4,650 has been received in “over and above” giving towards the 2021 
deficit. Pledges received to date total $64,860. In 2021 the budget for General Fund Offerings 
is $110,000. Every pledge is important as we plan the 2022 budget. If your pledge has not 
been turned in, please mail or drop it by the church office as soon as possible. Contributions 
must be received or postmarked by Dec. 31 to be included on your 2021 Giving Statement.



 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church 
Council Minutes  – November 14, 2021 

Attendance: Bud Obert, Gloria Lopatofsky, Mari Hackbarth, Joe Cunningham, Laura Heagle, 
Liz Shinn, Robert Coppin, Lynn Kimbrough, Pastor Bev Piro, Barb Brown 

1. Call to order - Bud called the meeting to order at 10:20 a.m. 

2. Opening prayer - Pastor Bev led us in prayer.  

3. Approval of agenda - Joe moved to approved the agenda, second by Mari; motion carried. 

4. Approval of council minutes from October 17, 2021 - Joe moved to approve the minutes, 
second by Laura; motion carried. 

5. Pastor’s Report - Senior Saints is going well, currently meeting weekly and we will decide 
about meeting frequency in the future. The idea of taking Senior Saints to Arbor View has 
been hampered by COVID restrictions, but when meetings are allowed there we will revisit 
this. The Advent bags went out. This is an un-budgeted expense and should probably be a line 
item in the budget next year. We are looking to partner with Advent Lutheran for a first 
communion class. Pastor will be on leave Nov. 17 to 27 and Sammie will be out Nov. 22 to 
27. Vicar Kaari will be our on call pastor during that time. Looking ahead, the Christmas tree 
should go up on December 12, and then decorated on the 19th. We will need volunteers to do 
that.  

6. Council President’s Report - Bud reported that he is planning to change out light bulbs.  

7. Treasurer’s report – The financial reports went out in writing. Expenses exceeded income by 
$3700 last month. An error was found and we are off by about $7,000 for the year. We now 
have a ‘Treasury Account’ within the Community Bank account and Mari reported that when 

The Lutheran Chorale presents   
Welcome Joyous Season! 

A Christmas concert of traditional and modern choral pieces with orchestral accompaniment. 

When: Sunday, December 5, 2021 

     -2:30 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 2100 Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood 

     -7:00 p.m. at Concordia Lutheran Church, 13371 W. Alameda Pkwy, Lakewood



she logs into that account there is a line item showing for the Endowment Fund, some 
research will need to be done on what is happening there. A second account has been created 
at the ELCA credit union to use as the Property Fund account. Sammie is going to continue 
using Quick books until January 1 when the transition to Realm will be made.  Mari is 
working on a review of where our budget numbers are off so that we can plan ahead for the 
2022 budget. Categories where we are really far apart are worship, the furnace, and office 
support. There was further discussion about expenditures. The property tax we owed this year 
was a big hit and our giving is significantly down. The deficit is currently about $19,000. 

8. Ministry updates (Council liaison)  
a. Worship (Gloria, Joe, Laura, Liz) - There was a discussion about streamlining Communion 
distribution, possibly going back to the glass cups and other ways to make it easier to 
distribute on Sunday in the Sanctuary. The organist position is currently staffed with Janet 
and Janann, we will take down the Indeed ad for now.  Abby Burchard is going to teach the 
congregation how to sign the Lord’s Prayer during Advent, starting next Sunday.  
b. Fellowship/Member care (Liz, Lynn) Senior Saints continues on Wednesdays.  
c. Faith Formation (Laura) Laura was approached by the activity director at Arbor View to 
have devotions and Bible studies, so Laura will be doing a monthly Bible study and bi-
weekly devotions there.  
d. Communication (Joe, Lynn) There was a discussion of Google group issues. Some people 
are finding church emails in their junk folder or not getting the emails at all. Anyone who is 
having trouble should contact Lynn, there are a couple things we can try to fix that. We will 
also explore other options with Vicar Kaari.  Barb Brown also offered to look into using auto 
responders.  
e. Outreach - Mari talked about what this liaison position might look like. Continuing some 
social outreach but also focusing on our senior ministry. Our work with ALH and with 
Secrest would all seem to be outreach. Joe talked about other outreach over the years, such as 
Community Table and meeting the new Assured Living neighbors and trying to connect with 
Arbor View, also the Endowment Fund. He noted that even without a liaison we do 
accomplish a lot of outreach. Pastor expressed concern about the Community Garden beds 
and that is one area of ‘outreach’ that is in need of tending and we might need a point of 
contact for that.  
f. Property maintenance (Robert) - Robert reported the sprinkler system is shut off, the lawn 
has had the weed and feed put on. We had to call Mighty Heating because there was no heat 
in Obert Hall. There are two valves on the gas line and one of the valves had been turned off. 
The furnace and thermostat are working now. We still have property clean up tasks that need 
to be done, the list was in the bulletin today.  

9. Liaison reports - (liaison) 



     a. Healing Arts Center (Barb B) – Barb re-introduced the idea of putting in a labyrinth 
proposal. The proposal would be for a labyrinth behind the Healing Arts Center between the 
garden and the sheds. There was further discussion about it. Barb will hold on submitting a 
formal proposal until there is more information.  
    b. Secrest Elementary (Mary Ann, Jenny) - no additional report  

9. Old business -  
    a. Re-envisioning St. Andrew future task force formation - This will be tabled for a future 
council meeting so that we can have our council retreat with Advent and then have more 
discussion.  
    b. Stewardship / Over and above giving - We collected 11 pledges today. Our ‘over and above’ 
giving is now at $2,650. There is also an anonymous $2,000 donation for either the Endowment 
or general fund.  

10. New business - 
    a. Healing Arts Center rent for 2022 - The property tax on the HAC portion our property is 
about $2000 a year and there have been discussions about raising practitioner rents to help cover 
this. Barb explained that some of the practitioners have already had their rents increased and she 
will look at having the remaining practitioners absorb the difference to help cover this beginning 
with the new year.  
    b. Council retreat with Advent Lutheran on December 4, 10am - 4pm - Pastor Bev asked for 
confirmation that all council members will be attending this. Pastor Bev and Pastor Barb 
Martens are meeting this coming week to plan the session.  
    c. Check in on the current mask policy - Robert noted we are 90% vaccinated and suggested 
masks should be optional and those who do wear masks should be wearing N95 masks. There 
was additional discussion. We will continue to require masks at this time.  

Next meeting date  – December 12, 2021 following worship at approximately 10:15. 

Adjournment - Joe moved to adjourn at 11:55, second by Laura. 


